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gj^^pm^Ty of t>TP TTivnntion 

To adtoss tH. shoTtcomingS of previous doanncnt, ^procedures .nd 61ing systems, 
the applicants of the pr««nt invention devised an operating syst«n which, r.thc. -^^^ re^m, on 
.ppUcLn prognu.. to set a conunon foldar for default document .«.ragc. provides a common 
^!Lt foZ fHl application pco^ -i^ th. operating system. Moreover, for conv.n.^t 
access-to tho- common de&ult folder, some forms of tbe operating sy.t^ include a graphi^l 
user imoiacc v.hioh provide. one-b«ttn. access to the default folder at the highest evel of *e. 
interface, eliminating the need for user, to search Uirongh a hierarchical list of folders for the 
default folder. AdditiorvUly. other versions of the operating ^stem include a service th;.t not 
only provides a list of mo^ recently used documents b>,t also provides one-button access to the 
common defeult. folder from that list 

in the context of a computer system, the invention concerns document-management 
iiiteiaotions among an operating system, one or more apphcation programs, and a user interface 
which allows users view and enter data into the rtmiputer system. More particularly, the 
opeianng system takes advantage of the normal interactions ^th application progran^s dunng 
access tn basic File Open and File Save fimctiom to present a cormnon default stoiage folder. In 
one particular embodiment of the present invention, the de&ult storage folder is caUed "My 
Dncumcnts" and is presented to the application programs in their File Open or File Save dialog 
Ws Additionally, the operatine syrtem promotes further use of the defeult documents folder 
at other file-access points i^ its graphical user interface (e.g., a dr.*top icon or a link in the most 
recently used document.^ list). 

Additional benefits are realized hy usiiig a defa^alt documents falder in accordance with 
the present invention; for example, network adminiBtratoxs are new able to control the location of 
Ihe default document storage fnlder for users throughout their nctwnrk. 

SiimmRi-v of th e P rinrirtf^l T ^ ^ ^fgrenc^ Citqd 

The WijidowB95 reference provir^cs a detailed overview of the Windows *95 operatinR 
system Included in the Windows ^95 operating system and in the Window395 reference are 
teachings of file opemtion dialog boxes, such as File Savn .nd File Save As dialog boxes. 
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Additionally included ia a teaching of . do^ts folder providing a li.t of Unl. to r^y 
Z ™. However, the. « no teachin, in Wi.dow,9.S of fUe ^P-^on ^ - 
rt„t present a default documents folder. In particul«. th..c .s no te.chu,g u, ^-^^-^^^ of fie 
o^Lon dialog boxes that present a default doc.,n,c.ts folder only after . nurnber 0 
^ennUiation steps. AHditionally. while the r.o.t recently docurn^ts ^oc^ .^^^ 
recently u.ed doa-mcnts. there U no mechanism in WindowB95 for u^dudu^ . l.rUc to defad 
documents folder on the most recently «s^4 docun^ents Ust. Acconlmgly. ,t . ol^ ba 
Wjndo^*9.S neither tead^s nor suggest, a default documents folder or mechanisms for accessing 
snrh a default document folder. 
Tiipl^V rt al. R eference 

Lisle etal. provides a description of a file operations intcrfece that includes "drawers- 
having containment srttii.£s ^hich specify how the interf^c vdll collect and filter files to 
produce representations for display in the drawer. For cxsTnplc: 

After querying the file system for all objects matrhing the query is 
identified as the contents of the logical container. Snh.sequently. whenever 
the logical container displays its contents, CPU 110 generates views, or 
reprcsemtarions. for each file matching the containment settings. 
(Column ll.linea 33-38.) 

As can be seen ftcm the ;«hovc excerpt. Lisle et al. teaches an overlay program on top of a 
file system for creating rerrcsentations of files meeting partic^Ur criteria and displaymg them m 
a separate program. Nowhere m Lisle et al. is there a tr.aching of file operation dialog box«. and 
in particular, there is no teaching or suggestion of file operation dialog boxes ^hat present a 
defeuit folder fi.r applications in an op^g .ystem. WhUe Lisle etal. docs t^ach creatmg 
drawers of documents, a closer reading of Lisle ct al. makes it abundantly dear tMt Lisle et al. is 
merrfy creating drawers of representations of documents and not drawers of the document 
themselves. For example, looldng at Column 11. lines 39-49, it is clear that the drawers of Lisle 
ct al. merely present represait^«n,s and do not affect the documents in the file storage system. 

This is made even clearer when Lisle etal. is discussing the Windows 95 operating 
system in the Background of the Inv^ticn, in which Lisle states tb.t Windows 95 "still requires 



LAW OFFirRS OF 
CHRTffrENSEN CCCnNNUl^ JOHNSON KINCNERS^ 
I avn Fifth Avcmw: 
Suite 260O 



Received Iroin < > at 513/02 5:32:27 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] 



